
 

 

 

 

Press Release 

24 February 2020 

 

Norwich Big Weekend – over 600 pairs of free tickets up for grabs 

for attractions and experiences across Norwich and Norfolk. 

 

Free ballot open NOW – 16 March 

 

 

 

VisitNorwich’s inaugural Norwich Big Weekend invites everyone with a Norfolk 

postcode to re-discover their city Norwich and beautiful county Norfolk by entering a 

free ballot to win pairs of tickets and group tickets to a plethora of experiences. 

Residents can enter the ballot as many times as they like between now and 16 

March at norwichbigweekend.co.uk. 

 

Anyone with a Norfolk postcode is eligible to enter the free ballot to win tickets to 

some of the best museums, cultural venues, restaurants and hotels in Norwich and 

Norfolk. With over 600 pairs of tickets to be won, more than 1000 Norfolk residents 

will enjoy free days out and experiences. Most tickets will be valid over Saturday 

and Sunday 4 - 5 April which is the perfect time to kick-start the traditional tourist 



season which runs from Easter until October. 

 

Organised by Norwich Business Improvement District and VisitNorwich - the official 

destination marketing organisation (DMO) for the area, Norwich Big Weekend is a 

destination marketing campaign designed to encourage residents to rediscover the 

amazing things to see and do in Norwich and their home county – and hopefully to 

spread the word. VisitNorwich also hopes the campaign will create knowledgeable 

local ambassadors who can help to increase the number of visiting friends and 

relatives to our awe-inspiring city.  

 

From days out at Norwich Castle, fine dining at Benedicts, overnight stays in 4* 

hotels and gin tasting experiences with Bullards, there is something for everyone. 

There’s even the chance for one lucky entrant to win an intu Chapelfield £1000 gift-

card. 

 

SOME OF THE PRIZES ON OFFER (each prize for a minimum of two people) 

Unique  

Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell 

30 pairs of tickets to the museum.  

4 pairs of tickets to play the Merchant’s Vaults Escape Game presented by History Mystery.  

5 pairs of tickets to the museum plus tickets to play Goin’ Up the City Escape Game 

presented by History Mystery. 

 

NOIRWICH 

One pair of Season Passes for Noirwich Crime Writing Festival in September from the 

National Centre for Writing. 

 

NORWICH AIRPORT 

One Behind the Scenes Tour of the Airport, including an airfield tour and visits to Air Traffic 

Control and the airport Fire Station for 4 people. 

 

 



 

NORWICH FILM FESTIVAL 

20 pairs of tickets to a one-off Norwich Film Festival screening. 

 

Family Friendly 

NORWICH CASTLE 

Sixty group tickets (4 people) for entry to Norwich Castle. 

 

THE GARAGE 

10 tickets for My First Circus: Lessons of the Jungle Book show. 

 

ROARR! DINOSAUR ADVENTURE 

50 pairs of tickets for entry to Roarr! Dinosaur Adventure. 

 

PENSTHORPE NATURAL PARK 

10 day-time pairs of tickets to Pensthorpe Natural Park. 

 

BOWLING HOUSE 

10 pairs of tickets for bowling. 

 

18+ Events 

BULLARDS GIN 

2 pairs of tickets for Gin Masterclasses including making and tasting cocktails. 

 

ENGLISH WHISKY COMPANY 

10 pairs of tickets for a Distillery Tour and taster session.  

 

OPEN NORWICH 

5 pairs of tickets to see Radio 1’s Greg James perform live.  

5 pairs of tickets for Footloose the Musical. 

 

WOODFORDE’S BREWERY 

14 pairs of tickets for tours of the brewery and sampling classes. 

 



Experiences 

INTU CHAPELFIELD 

One £1000 gift-card. 

 

BENEDICTS 

One seven-course dinner. 

 

NORFOLK MEAD HOTEL 

One 2-night stay in a Deluxe room with breakfast. 

 

PARK FARM HOTEL 

One 1-night stay in an Executive Suite with breakfast and access to leisure and spa facilities.

  

Stefan Gurney, Executive Director, Norwich Business Improvement District 

said: “The inspiration for Norwich Big Weekend is to showcase to residents the 

breadth and quality of things to do, eat and see across Norwich and the rest of the 

county, so in turn they can share their experiences with others.  

It’s wonderful to be able to offer free tickets to over 1000 local people. We trust the 

winners will take something positive away from their days and evenings out, build 

some delightful memories and participate in something they haven’t done before.” 

 

Melanie Cook, PR & Marketing Manager, Norwich Business Improvement 

District / VisitNorwich said: “Having tremendous local knowledge of what there is to 

see and do in the area and having experienced it is great inspiration for encouraging 

friends and family trips and days out. An authentic, enthusiastic voice can really sell 

a visit, providing an even stronger reason to travel and meet up.  

And the general public won’t be the only winners. Participating businesses will see 

many new people through their doors. This will be their opportunity to showcase 

what they offer to inspire future repeat visits this year and beyond.” 

 

Jenny Caynes, Curator, Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell said: “Participating 

in Norwich Big Weekend wasn’t a hard decision. It’s our pleasure to offer free pairs 



of tickets to enjoy our museum alongside free tickets to play an escape game based 

on Norwich’s history, one in our fabulous vaulted undercroft, and the other in the 

museum galleries.” 

 

<Ends>  

Notes to editors 

For more information, interviews and high res images please contact Melanie Cook 

PR & Marketing Manager (Norwich Business Improvement District / VisitNorwich), 

01603 559574 / melanie.cook@norwichbid.co.uk. 

 

The latest Destination Research: Economic Impact Tourism Report (2018) for 

Norwich shows that 36% of overnight stays in the city were by visitors that stayed 

with friends or relatives or in second homes. And that 21% of visits to Norwich were 

from the ‘visiting friends and relatives’ (VFR) market.  

 

About Norwich Big Weekend 

• Members of the public with a Norfolk postcode are invited to enter the free 

ballot between 20 February and 16 March at norwichbigweekend.co.uk. There is 

no limit for ballot entries. 

• Winners will be notified on 17-18 March by Big Weekend email.  

• Free tickets and experiences will take place primarily over the weekend of 4 - 

5 April, however some participating businesses are offering free tickets post 4 - 5 

April. 

• The majority of tickets will be in pairs however some are for small groups. 

• Winners have until 20 March 2020 to claim their tickets. 

• All non-claimed tickets will go back into the ballot. 

 

About VisitNorwich 



• VisitNorwich is the destination marketing organisation (DMO) for the Norwich 

area and is the tourism destination marketing function of Norwich Business 

Improvement District - www.visitnorwich.co.uk and www.cityofstories.co.uk.               

• VisitNorwich is a membership organisation within Norwich BID and its 

activities are funded by members, public sector stakeholders, including Norwich City 

Council and directly by Norwich BID. 

• VisitNorwich’s sole focus is to promote and develop the destination and 

support its members through collaborative marketing, research, information and 

business advice. 

• Total value of tourism in Norwich is £765,051,590 including 13,358,300 trips 

(day and staying) - Destination Research: Economic Impact of Tourism report 2018. 

• In 2019 Norwich Market was named Best Large Outdoor Market in the 

Country in The Great British Market Awards. 

• In 2019 Norwich became the UK’s first Sharing City part of the Sharing Cities 

Alliance. 

About Norwich Business Improvement District 

• Established in November 2012 the Norwich Business Improvement District 

(BID) exists to help Norwich thrive and is run for local businesses by local 

businesses.  It is a simple and tried and tested way of increasing economic 

prosperity for companies of all sizes through collaboration.  The BID covers a 

defined area of Norwich where businesses plan how to improve their trading 

environment, identifying additional projects and services that develop the city centre 

and trade. Investment in the BID area aims to enhance and promote the local 

environment for businesses, employees, customers. 

• 2017 saw Norwich BID’s term renewed by the business community for a 

further 5 years, with a wider scope and its area of operation expanded to include 

more areas of the city including Riverside. 

• The overarching vision is to; make a clear positive impact on the vitality of our 

city centre and the success of the businesses within it.  


