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DANCE LEGEND CARLOS ACOSTA RETURNS TO THE STAGE FOR UK TOUR 
IN NORWICH THEATRE FIRST 

Norwich Theatre and its co-producing partner Valid Productions are delighted to 
announce today that they will re-mount and tour On Before, an intensely 
personal evening of dance conceived, directed and performed by legendary 
Cuban dancer, Carlos Acosta CBE, as UK venues re-open in July and August 
2021. Emerging from the cultural crisis transformed, this is the first ever touring 
production from Norwich Theatre. 

The production will open for two nights at Norwich Theatre Royal from Friday 16 
July, before touring to The Lowry, Salford (21-22 July), Mayflower Theatre, 
Southampton (3-4 August) and The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury (6-7 August). 

First conceived by Carlos Acosta in 2010, On Before is an homage to Carlos’ 
late mother and the most personal work he has ever created. It features 
choreography by world-renowned artists including Russell Maliphant, Kim 
Brandstrup and Will Tuckett, alongside Carlos’ own choreography. The show sees 
Carlos Acosta perform as both a soloist and alongside Laura Rodriguez, a 
founding member of his Cuban dance company, Acosta Danza. 

A powerful story of a doomed relationship between a man and a woman, On 
Before is set to a diverse musical repertoire ranging from Handel to Cuban 
contemporary composer Omar Puente and culminating in a moving finale 
featuring a live choir performing Morten Lauridsen's O Magnum Mysterium. 

‘Sophisticated beautifully thought-out work’ The Observer 

‘A journey worth following’ The Telegraph 

‘Dance with beauty and style’ The Guardian  

Norwich Theatre and Valid Productions remount this iconic production at a 
critical time, as theatre venues prepare for full-scale re-opening and recovering 
the cultural life of the UK. This first touring production for Norwich Theatre is a 
bold statement of intent for its future ambitions to originate and produce small 
and large-scale work itself, whilst working in new ways with regional peers. 

Carlos Acosta CBE, said: “On Before is one of the most special shows I have 
ever created or danced and holds a place in my heart like no other.  I have 
received incredible support from audiences and venues around the UK over 
many years and I know how difficult the past year has been for them and our 
whole sector. I am thrilled to be sharing this show that is personally so 
important to me with them and to work in partnership again with Norwich 
Theatre in a shared act of resilience and optimism.”  



Stephen Crocker, Chief Executive & Creative Director of Norwich Theatre, said: 
“I am so excited about this next collaboration with Carlos and seeing the very 
best dance back on stages again for audiences across the UK this summer. It is 
always joyous and inspirational to work with Carlos but this project feels very 
special not only because of the show itself, but the spirit of bravery, 
determination and commitment to dance that has brought us together with 
Carlos again and which unites all of the venues involved. For Norwich Theatre, 
this first ever touring production also marks the beginning of a new and exciting 
future and I am hugely grateful to Carlos and Valid Productions for their support 
and trust as we begin this journey.”    

On Before was made possible through support from the Culture Recovery Fund. 
 
-ENDS- 
 
For more information and interviews, please contact:  
 
Paola Pozzi, Norwich Theatre Marketing & Communications Director, mob 07733 
138 558 email press@norwichtheatre.org 
 
Listings 
 
Norwich Theatre and Valid Productions present 

On Before - UK Tour 
Starring Carlos Acosta 

Norwich Theatre Royal 
16-17 July | ON SALE 30 APRIL 
For info and to book visit norwichtheatre.org or call Box Office on 01603 630 000 

The Lowry, Salford 
21-22 July | ON SALE 30 APRIL 
For info and to book visit thelowry.com or call Box Office on 0343 208 6000 

Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 
3-4 August | ON SALE 10 MAY 
For info and to book visit mayflower.org.uk or call Box Office on 02380 711811 

The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury 
6-7 August | ON SALE 30 APRIL 
For info and to book visit marlowetheatre.com or call Box Office on 01227 
787787 

 
Notes to Editor: 

 
About Carlos Acosta CBE 

Born in Cuba, in 1973, Artistic Director, choreographer and dancer, Carlos 
Acosta trained at The National Ballet School of Havana. After winning multiple 
awards, including 1990’s Prix De Lausanne, he danced professionally with many 
of the world’s most prestigious companies, with London’s Royal Ballet becoming 
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his home. Carlos retired from Classical ballet in 2016, after 28 years, having 
performed almost every classical role from Spartacus to Romeo.  

Carlos created many award winning shows throughout his ballet career including 
Tocororo, and Carlos Acosta and Friends of the Royal Ballet. He also 
choreographed The Royal Ballet Productions of Don Quixote and Carmen and the 
West End production of Guys and Dolls.   

His written works include Pig’s Foot and his autobiography, No Way Home.  

Yuli, a film inspired by his life had its premiere at the San Sebastian Film 
Festival, Spain in 2018 and was then screened at the Havana, Berlin and 
Glasgow Film Festivals to great critical acclaim followed by general release in 
2019 at cinemas across the world. 

The culture and history of Carlos’ homeland have been important influences 
throughout his career and will continue to be so as he has not only established 
his own dance company – Acosta Danza in 2015 but also created his own 
Foundation in 2017, the Carlos Acosta International Dance Foundation which 
opened his first dance academy in Havana. Acosta Danza tours the world with its 
vibrant combination of classical and contemporary, fused with Cuban elements 
of dance. The Foundation gives young dancers the same opportunities that he 
himself benefitted from, by providing a three year dance training programme, 
free at the point of delivery in an inspirational setting.  

Carlos’s extraordinary dedication to dance continues to this day and was 
recognised in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours List in 2014 where he was 
awarded a CBE for his contribution to dance. In 2018 he received the Queen 
Elizabeth II Coronation Award from The Royal Academy of Dance in recognition 
of his standing as one of the most influential figures in Dance today and in 2019, 
the Critic’s Circle awarded Carlos with their annual award for outstanding 
services to the arts. His athleticism, the sheer joy of dancing as well as his 
tremendous ability to convey emotion, inspired a generation of dancers across 
the globe. His very touching story and the obstacles he has overcome speak for 
themselves. 

In January 2020, Carlos became Director of the Birmingham Royal Ballet where 
he set to the task of building on the Company’s classical traditions whilst 
expanding its repertoire and reaching out to new and more diverse 
audiences,  In his first year, despite the impact of COVID-19 lockdown measures 
on training and live performance, Carlos formed exciting new partnerships and 
collaborations with international talent, commissioned major new staged works, 
whilst further embracing digital advances. He continues to forge a new direction 
for Birmingham Royal Ballet as it enters its third decade, which is surprising and 
unpredictable and truly defines what it is to be a world leading classical ballet 
company in the 21st century. 
 
About Norwich Theatre 

• Norwich Theatre comprises three venues, the Theatre Royal, Playhouse 
and Stage Two, and is among the most visited arts/cultural organisations 
in Norfolk with more than 450,000 visitors each year; 

• It recently added a fourth (digital) stage to its portfolio, with the launch of 
a brand new streaming platform that will open up elements of its creative 



programmes to a wider and more diverse audience, and allow 
collaborations with a broader range of artists; 

• It is governed by an independent charitable trust and receives no regular 
public subsidy generating all of its own income through tickets sales, 
commercial activities and fundraising; 

• The organisation serves the whole of Norfolk and beyond with a wide-
ranging programme of work both on and off stage, including mid to large 
scale shows spanning all genres from ballet to comedy, circus to musicals 
alongside community and participatory work; 

• As the largest stage in the East of England, Norwich Theatre Royal is the 
‘Eastern Home’ to many world-renowned companies and regular touring 
partners including Glyndebourne, Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures, 
National Theatre, Northern Ballet, Rambert & Royal Shakespeare 
Company; 

• Norwich Theatre Playhouse is a key part of the national mid-scale and 
fringe theatre touring network and an award-winning venue for comedy, 
having helped to launch the careers of many major performers; 

• Norwich Theatre Stage Two is a purpose-built home for the organisation’s 
smaller scale work and community engagement programme; 

• The organisation offers an extensive and award-winning Take Part 
programme for people of all ages, using creative activity to achieve solid 
outcomes linked to social isolation, positive mental health and wellbeing 
as well as training and skills development opportunities; 

• Each year Norwich Theatre produces its own large-scale Pantomime which 
plays to more than 60,000 people every Christmas. Its growing portfolio 
of producing and co-producing work includes work with Norwich-based 
companies curious directive, Glass House Dance and Lost in Translation 
Circus as well as Carlos Acosta’s internationally-acclaimed company, 
Acosta Danza. 

 
About Valid Productions  

Valid Productions has been a promoter of the performing arts in the UK and 
Europe since 2009. It has always worked closely with Carlos Acosta and was the 
co-producer of his Classical Farewell Tour throughout the UK and the rest of the 
world in 2016 including Havana, Abu Dhabi and Hong Kong, culminating in 5 sell 
out shows at The Royal Albert Hall. In 2018, Valid Productions produced Carlos 
Acosta – A Celebration, again at The Royal Albert Hall, this production marked 
his thirty years as a dancer. 

Valid Productions also works with very talented emerging dancers from Carlos 
Acosta’s Cuban based dance company Acosta Danza. During the last five years, 
Acosta Danza have performed in Austria, Chile, China, Cuba, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Greece, Norway, Poland, Russia, Singapore, Spain, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom and United States. 

The Company’s first tour Debut was successful throughout Europe. 2019 saw 
Acosta Danza tour Asia for the first time and return to Europe for 
the Evolution tour. In 2020, a smaller group of Acosta Danza dancers performed 
a new more intimate programme entitled Up Close at The Linbury Theatre at 
London’s Royal Opera House before embarking on a UK wide tour of 
the Evolution programme to more UK venues with the Dance Consortium. Sadly, 



this tour had to be suspended due to Covid-19 but the Company look forward to 
returning to UK theatres in 2022. 


