
 

Ar#st’s immersive wave of 3,000 fish is a striking work of art 
with a serious message 

A unique art installa-on invi-ng people to walk through a 10-metre wave of 3,000 fish has been 
created in Norwich Cathedral’s Hostry as part of the Dippy on Tour: A Natural History Adventure 
exhibi-on at the Cathedral. 

The visit of the Natural History Museum’s Dippy the Diplodocus cast to Norwich Cathedral aims to 
spark conversa-ons about our planet and how we can protect it for the future, and Norfolk-based 
ar-st Mark Reed's stunning installa-on Your Waves Go Over Me puts the spotlight on the importance 
of water through the ages, from the -me of dinosaurs right through to the modern day and beyond. 

The -tle of the sculpture is inspired by a quota-on taken from the Psalms (42.9) - ‘All thy waves and 
storms are gone over me’ - a reference to how, while the Bible and modern science differ about 
many things, they are in en-re agreement that life as we know it emerged from water. 
 
Ahead of seeing Dippy the dinosaur in the Nave, visitors to the Cathedral are invited to explore Mr 
Reed’s stunning wave of shimmering metal fish, each one individually made in Mr Reed’s studio in 
Ashill, near TheVord. 

A team of volunteers, including students from Norwich University of the Arts, spent a week carefully 
weaving the wave of iridescent fish together in the Hostry, and the result is a spectacular work of art 
with a serious message. 

On first look, the striking shoal of fish is an installa-on of great beauty but, on closer inspec-on, liYer 
can be seen scaYered among the fish - a stark reminder of the damage currently being done to our 
planet and how we must all do our bit to help stop this for the future. 

Mr Reed said: “Walking through the monumental breaking wave, visitors move backwards in -me 
from the modern day with its pollu-on and plas-cs, past flotsam and jetsam of past eras including 
Gingko branches, cast bronze mice and bronze Ammonites un-l moving through the Ichthys fish to 
the Cathedral and ul-mately Jurassic Dippy. 
“The work invites the viewer to think about the central themes inherent in both the Dippy exhibi-on 
and the venue in which it is held. The work is a medita-on of life on earth, from its origins in the very 
distant past to Dippy’s -me and our own day, and a reminder of the total dependence all life on this 
planet has on the genera-ve powers of water.”  

He added: “Water is intrinsic to all life on earth and the wave sculpture symbolises both its life 
sustaining powers and the poten-ally destruc-ve forces that water can unleash, especially when 
combined with increasingly threatening manmade climate chaos.” 



It is with this in mind that Mr Reed designed and constructed the piece. Every component of the 
work will be re-used ader the end of the exhibi-on, so the wave sculpture will be transformed into 
other sculptures at the studio. The individual fish are also available for visitors to purchase and all 
other components have been loaned by generous local companies.  

Sculp-ng in metal, primarily in bronze, forged steel, stainless steel, and aluminium has been a 
passion of Mr Reed’s since 1995 and his sculptures are deeply rooted in themes of nature and his 
place within it, science, family and the passage of -me. His work can be found in collec-ons around 
the world, and he has exhibited extensively at Chelsea Flower Show and in sculpture parks and 
exhibi-ons throughout the UK and USA. 

Reflec-ng on his latest work in Norwich Cathedral’s Hostry, Mr Reed said: “It’s so great to have a 
sculpture in such a stunning seing, so much of my work has been transported to the US and Middle 
East and I love having a piece here in Norfolk, in the community that shapes me. It was a marvellous 
atmosphere working with a great team of volunteers from the Cathedral and Norwich University of 
the Arts, especially ader the recent Covid lockdowns.” 
 
As well as experiencing the wave sculpture in the Cathedral’s Hostry, people are also able to buy the 
fish at the exhibi-on to display in their own homes and gardens. More details about buying the fish 
are available at www.wavewithfish.com 
 
The ligh-ng for Your Waves Go Over Me has been kindly sponsored by Viking Stage Ligh-ng and 
other elements used in the construc-on of the piece have been loaned by Tuds of Bradenham.  
 
Your Waves Go Over Me is part of the Dippy on Tour: A Natural History Adventure exhibi-on which is 
at Norwich Cathedral un-l 30 October 2021. 

Norwich is the final stop on Dippy's eight-venue tour and the exhibi-on has been brought to Norwich 
Cathedral and visitors across the UK by the Natural History Museum in partnership with the Garfield 
Weston Founda-on and supported by Dell EMC and Williams & Hill. BarraY and Cooke is the regional 
sponsor for the exhibi-on. 
 
For more informa-on about Dippy on Tour, visit cathedral.org.uk 
  
For more informa-on about ar-st Mark Reed’s work, visit markreedsculpture.com 

A closer look at Your Waves Go Over Me: 
 
The Bible and modern science differ about many things, but they are in en-re agreement that life as 
we know it emerged from water. Dippy the Diplodocus could not exist without water, and neither can 
human beings today. As part of Norwich Cathedral’s response to the visit of Dippy, Mark Reed’s 
sculpture encourages us to reflect on the genera-ve power of the sea and our total dependence on 
healthy waters for the future of life on Earth. 
 
The wave shimmers with the movement of fish whose shapes represent the evolu-on of species 
from the ancient Hadean eon to the present day. The fish was a symbol for Chris-ans from the early 
days of the faith, in part because they came to new birth through the waters of Bap-sm. 
 
The -tle of the sculpture is a quota-on from the Psalms (42.9): ‘All thy waves and storms are gone 
over me.’ The ability of our visitors to immerse themselves in this wave is a reminder of our 
ambivalent rela-onship with the untamed waters. We remember holidays by the sea and the 
excitement of plunging into waves, but also the overwhelming destruc-ve power of water in storm, 
tsunami, and flood. 



Notes to editors 
For further informa-on, including to arrange interviews, please contact Norwich Cathedral’s 
marke-ng and communica-ons manager Emma Knights via eknights@cathedral.org.uk or 07968 
460963. 

About the Natural History Museum 
The Natural History Museum exists to inspire a love of the natural world and unlock answers to the 
big issues facing humanity and the planet. It is a world-leading science research centre, and through 
its unique collec-on and unrivalled exper-se, it is tackling issues such as food security, eradica-ng 
diseases and managing resource scarcity.  

The Natural History Museum is the most visited natural history museum in Europe and the top 
science aYrac-on in the UK; we welcome around five million visitors each year and our website 
receives over 850,000 unique visitors a month. People come from around the world to enjoy our 
galleries and events and engage both in-person and online with our science and educa-onal 
ac-vi-es through innova-ve programmes and ci-zen science projects. 

Dippy on Tour  
In partnership with the Garfield Weston Founda#on  
Established over 60 years ago in 1958, the Garfield Weston Founda-on is a family-founded, grant-
making charity which supports causes across the UK and, in the most recent financial year, gave over 
£99million. Since it was established, it has exceeded dona-ons of more than £1billion, of which well 
over half has been given in the past ten years.  
  
One of the most respected charitable ins-tu-ons in the UK, the Weston Family Trustees are 
descendants of the founder and they take a highly ac-ve and hands-on approach. The Founda-on’s 
funding comes from an endowment of shares in the family business which includes Twinings, 
Primark, Kingsmill (all part of Associated Bri-sh Foods Plc) and Fortnum & Mason, amongst others – 
a successful model that s-ll endures today; as the businesses have grown, so too have the charitable 
dona-ons.  
  
Known for its transparency, flexibility and straighVorward approach, the Founda-on supports a 
broad range of chari-es from small community organisa-ons to large na-onal ins-tu-ons. Around 
2,000 chari-es across the UK benefit each year from the Founda-on’s grants.  

Tour Sponsors 

DELL EMC  
Dell EMC, a part of Dell Technologies, enables organiza-ons to modernize, automate and transform 
their data center using industry-leading converged infrastructure, servers, storage and data 
protec-on technologies. This provides a trusted founda-on for businesses to transform IT, through 
the crea-on of a hybrid cloud, and transform their business through the crea-on of cloud-na-ve 
applica-ons and big data solu-ons. As a supplier of the Natural History Museum, Dell EMC 
technology has supported the work of its scien-sts for many years. Through Dippy on Tour, Dell EMC 
and the Natural History Museum have the opportunity to inspire the next genera-on of scien-sts 
and encourage them to engage with the natural world. The digital world has a huge role to play in 
this, and the web app Dippy’s Naturenauts created as part of this partnership, demonstrates the role 
online and mobile technology can play in encouraging people to explore the outside world.  

Williams & Hill 
Williams & Hill have built up a reputa-on for excellence by firmly establishing themselves as the 
leading ‘Specialised Transporter of Fine Art, An-ques, Design Furniture and Decora-ve Objects’. With 
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a highly experienced team working for the world’s major galleries and exhibi-on venues – they have 
a true understanding of the requirements for methodical care, considera-on and apprecia-on of 
whatever may be in their care. No two days are the same, and the excitement of working in their 
own ever changing art gallery never fades. williamsandhill.com  

Lead Regional Sponsor 

BarraP and Cooke 
Founded in 1880 and based in the heart of Norwich, BarraY and Cooke is one of the oldest 
independently-owned stockbrokers in the country. With approximately £1.5bn of funds under 
management, BarraY and Cooke focus on providing a personal porVolio management service to 
private clients, chari-es and trusts. www.barraYandcooke.co.uk 

Tour venues and partners 

Dorset County Museum is one of the leading independent, charitable, heritage organisa-ons in the 
Southwest of England. It has a learned Society with 2000 members and receives over 47,000 visitors 
a year. Its diverse collec-ons contain over 4 million objects including interna-onally significant 
geology, archaeology and literary collec-ons. The Museum is a registered charity and operates 
independently with financial support from Dorset County Council and West Dorset District Council. In 
May 2015 the Museum was awarded £11.3million from the Heritage LoYery Fund to enable an 
ambi-ous redevelopment project. dorsetcountymuseum.org 

The Jurassic Coast was designated England’s only natural World Heritage Site in 2001. Day to day site 
Management of the Jurassic Coast is the work of the Jurassic Coast Trust, a small independent 
charity with a huge remit.  The Trust works to inspire people to love, understand and value the 
Jurassic Coast, and was instrumental in bringing Dippy down to Dorset in collabora-on with the 
County Museum. jurassiccoast.org 

Birmingham Museums Trust is an independent charity that manages the city’s museum collec-on 
and venues on behalf of Birmingham City Council. It uses the collec-on of around 800,000 objects to 
provide a wide range of arts, cultural and historical experiences, events and ac-vi-es that deliver 
accessible learning, crea-vity and enjoyment for ci-zens and visitors to the city. AYrac-ng over one 
million visits a year, the Trust’s venues include Aston Hall, Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery, 
Blakesley Hall, Museum Collec-ons Centre, Museum of the Jewellery Quarter, Sarehole Mill, Soho 
House, Thinktank and Weoley Castle. birminghammuseums.org.uk 

Come face to face with dinosaurs, meet an Ancient Egyp-an Mummy and see modern masterpieces 
with a visit to the Ulster Museum. As Northern Ireland’s treasure house of the past and present, the 
museum is home to a rich collec-on of art, history and natural sciences and free to all visitors. The 
Ulster Museum, part of Na-onal Museums Northern Ireland, welcomes nearly half a million visitors 
annually. nmni.com/um 

Glasgow Life is the charity which runs services and facili-es on behalf of Glasgow City Council. We 
work in every area of the city and with every community to try and inspire Glasgow’s ci-zens and 
visitors to lead richer and more ac-ve lives through culture, sport and learning. More than 18 million 
aYendances were recorded to the facili-es that we run across the city between 2015 and 2016. 
Glasgow Museums is the largest museum service in the UK outside London and operates nine easy to 
reach, accessible and family friendly venues across the city. We are open year-round and entry is 
free. Glasgow Museums house an extraordinary permanent collec-on of fine art, historic objects and 
natural history exhibited in some of Glasgow’s most stunning public buildings. glasgowlife.org.uk 

http://www.barrattandcooke.co.uk


Great North Museum: Hancock is managed by Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums on behalf of 
Newcastle University. The Museum brings together the North East’s premier collec-ons of 
archaeology, natural history, geology and world cultures under one roof. It incorporates collec-ons 
from the original Hancock Museum, Newcastle University’s former Museum of An-qui-es and the 
Shedon Museum. The Great North Museum is a partnership between Newcastle University, Tyne & 
Wear Archives & Museums, Newcastle City Council, the Natural History Society of Northumbria 
(NHSN) and the Society of An-quaries of Newcastle upon Tyne (SANT). greatnorthmuseum.org.uk 

Situated in the heart of Cardiff’s elegant civic centre, Na#onal Museum Cardiff houses Wales’s 
na-onal art, geology and natural history collec-ons as well as major touring and temporary 
exhibi-ons. On the ground floor of the museum, take an amazing journey in The Evolu-on of Wales 
from the very beginnings of -me to the present day. The story begins in space with the Big Bang and 
takes you on a 4,600 million-year journey, bringing you face to face with dinosaurs and woolly 
mammoths along the way. Witness Wales's diverse natural history on an expedi-on that begins at 
the seashore and ends in the mountains. Experience some of the unique environments that make 
Wales home to over 900 Sites of Special Scien-fic Interest. The art collec-on at Na-onal Museum 
Cardiff is one of Europe's finest and includes five hundred years of magnificent pain-ngs, drawings, 
sculpture, silver and ceramics from Wales and across the world, including one of Europe's best 
collec-ons of Impressionist art. 

Rochdale Borough Council is a local authority in the North West of England which serves more than 
200,000 residents. Siing in the foothills of the Pennines and close to the major ci-es of Manchester 
and Leeds, the council is playing a key role in the Northern Powerhouse, and its priori-es are people, 
place and prosperity. Link4Life is the Rochdale Boroughwide Cultural Trust, delivering leisure and 
cultural provision across the Rochdale borough, including the award-winning arts and heritage 
centre, Touchstones Rochdale. rochdale.gov.uk 

Norwich Cathedral is a Chris-an presence in the heart of Norfolk and the Diocese of Norwich. It 
began, over 900 years ago, as the Cathedral church of a Benedic-ne Monastery, built to inspire by its 
sheer size and magnificence. The Cathedral con-nues to fill today’s visitors with a sense of awe and 
wonder. The primary purpose of a Cathedral is to be a place of Chris-an worship. It was at the centre 
of the monastery and the focus of the monks’ most important work, the worship of God. Norwich 
Cathedral is also the focus of both city and county life. As well as playing host to special civic and 
legal services, it is also a seing for concerts, talks, exhibi-ons, degree ceremonies and other 
community events. cathedral.org.uk


