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Norwich’s festive plans unwrapped


	
Norwich city centre will come alive with festive cheer on Thursday 20 November as the annual Festive Lights Switch-On returns.
This year’s switch-on moment will be led by Joe Tracini, star of the Norwich Theatre Royal pantomime, Cinderella, joined by fellow cast members in a joyful celebration of local talent and community spirit.
The event is expected to draw thousands of visitors, supporting city centre businesses and kicking off the festive season in true Norwich style.
 
Highlights include:
· Switch-on at 7pm
· Performances from Triple Threat Theatre, Darby, Norfolk African Choir, and ARTS East
· Interactive fun including a snowball fight, Father Christmas on stage, and a visit from the Norwich Grinch.
· Late night opening, food and drink at Norwich Market, with entertainment from Hellesdon Brass Band
· An illuminated DJ set from Damien Sure Delight at The Canopy of Light on Hay Hill

Councillor Claire Kidman, Norwich City Council’s cabinet member for culture and wellbeing said:
“This much-loved annual tradition is a highlight in the city’s calendar, enjoyed by residents and visitors from Norwich and beyond.
“We’re proud to work with local performers, cultural groups, and businesses to deliver an event that’s inclusive, sustainable, and full of festive joy.”
Stefan Gurney, Executive Director at Norwich Business Improvement District (BID), said:
“The Christmas lights are something the whole city can take pride in. They brighten our streets, support local businesses by encouraging people into the city, and help create the festive buzz that makes Norwich such a wonderful place to visit at this time of year.”
The switch-on event also marks the beginning of the Christmas Crown Trail organised by VisitNorwich, part of Norwich BID; running until 5 January, the trail will be a family-friendly city-wide adventure in which visitors can hunt for crowns hidden in shop windows, solve a festive puzzle, and enter a prize draw to win treats from Norwich Castle.
Joe Tracini said: “It’s really lovely that I’ve been asked to switch on Norwich’s Festive lights this year, and I cannot wait. I only ever see the city in December, so I’m actually excited to see what it looks like with them off for a change!”
Norwich City Council’s commitment to making sure events can be enjoyed by everyone has been recognised by bronze accessibility accreditation. This year’s lights switch-on arrangements include an accessible viewing area, bookable in advance, and calm and quiet spaces available close to the event. Full details can be found on the council website.
The lights themselves are powered by renewable energy, reflecting the city’s commitment to sustainable events and being a climate-responsive place to live.

Event details
Date: Thursday 20 November
Time: Entertainment from 5:15pm, switch-on at 7pm
Location: City Hall, Hay Hill, Norwich Market, with lights across the city centre.
For full listings and updates, visit norwich.gov.uk or follow Norwich City Council and VisitNorwich on social media.

Notes to editors
Joe Tracini is an actor, author, presenter and comedian and a British champion magician. He’s starred in TV shows including Hollyoaks, Coming of Age and The Great Outdoors, and he’s the host of the BAFTA winning The Dengineers on CBBC. Since March 2020 his videos have been viewed over 90 million times. The BAFTA-nominated Channel 4 documentary Me and the Voice in My Head explored the frequently debilitating effects that Joe’s Borderline Personality Disorder has on every aspect of his life.
 Joe will be at the centre of the action as the loveable and hilarious Buttons in this year’s Norwich Theatre pantomime, Cinderella, bringing his trademark comedy and inimitable style to the role. This marks his sixth year on Norwich Theatre's pantomime stage.



