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Children and young people can now make ‘kindness to animals’ pledge in name of Black Beauty author Anna Sewell

Redwings and the University of East Anglia (UEA) have launched a new animal welfare pledge that honours the legacy of Anna Sewell, the author of Black Beauty.
The Black Beauty Pledge is inspired by the Bands of Mercy, an organisation established during Anna’s lifetime, to promote kindness to animals, especially amongst children, using education and direct action.
The horse welfare charity are the custodians of Anna Sewell House in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, where Anna was born. Two years ago, they collaborated with the UEA on a special fundraising edition of Black Beauty and have been working together to further Anna’s legacy since then.
You can purchase the book for yourself or as a gift for a loved one here. 
Nicola Knight, Redwings Head of Communications and Campaigns, said: “The Bands of Mercy groups were incredibly popular in their day. They had a similar promise that we wanted to reinstate for the modern times. 
“The idea is that the pledge, to promise to treat all animals as you would like to be treated if you were that animal, gets us thinking about what a particular animal needs to be happy and healthy. 
“We hope that by signing up to the Black Beauty Pledge children and young people especially will be motivated to take action to be kind to animals.”
Everyone who signs up on the Redwings website will receive a certificate and key ring, saying they have made the pledge. And those who go on to show the charity what they have done for animals will also receive a prize of sweets by local producer Sweet Smiles of Norfolk, a copy of their Black Beauty book and a collectable Schleich horse. They will also be featured on a special gallery of people who have done something positive for animal welfare on the charity’s website. 
 Professor Thomas Ruys Smith, Professor of American Literature and Culture at the UEA, said: “We are so excited to launch the Black Beauty Pledge, two years on from the publication of our special edition of Black Beauty, our first collaboration with Redwings, to raise funds for them. 
“We hope this will inspire everyone who signs up to think about the welfare of the animals in their life, and those they encounter, and consider their behaviour towards them with that animal’s welfare in mind. 
“Anna Sewell wrote Black Beauty at a time when horses were relied upon in many aspects of people’s lives, not as a work of fiction but as a tool she hoped would change hearts and minds and lead to improvements in their welfare. We want to honour her legacy through this Pledge.”
To find out more and sign up to the Black Beauty Pledge please go to https://www.redwings.org.uk/black-beauty
 
ENDS
Notes to editors: 
Images are available to download from this link (for the next three days): https://we.tl/t-nvf6p8Q9B5 
Contact Leanne Plumtree, Redwings Senior Press Officer, on 07825 148879 or email lplumtree@redwings.co.uk
 
More about Redwings: A registered charity, Redwings Horse Sanctuary was established in 1984 and celebrated its 40th anniversary year last year.  It has grown to be one of the largest horse welfare charities in the UK, working to save horses, ponies, donkeys and mules whose future would otherwise be bleak. Redwings is currently responsible for over 2,000 rescued horses and donkeys across the UK, including 700 living out on permanent loan in Guardian homes.
The charity has visitor centres in Norfolk, Essex, Warwickshire and Angus, Scotland and is custodian of Anna Sewell House, where the Black Beauty author was born, in Great Yarmouth. 
 To find out more, visit www.redwings.org.uk, or follow Redwings on Facebook (/RedwingsHorseSanctuary), Twitter (@RedwingsHS), Instagram (redwingsuk) and TikTok (redwingshorsesanctuary). #LoveHorsesLoveRedwings #ForTheLoveOfTheHorse 
 
More about the University of East Anglia (UEA): The University of East Anglia (UEA) is a UK Top 25 university for research quality (Times Higher Education Rankings 2026) and UK 26th in the Complete University Guide. It also ranks in the World Top 60 (QS World Rankings for Sustainability 2025) and the World Top 20 for reduced inequalities and World Top 200 (Times Higher Education Impact Rankings 2025). Known for its world-leading research and good student experience, its 360-acre campus has won nine Green Flag awards in a row for its high environmental standards. The University is a leading member of Norwich Research Park, one of Europe’s biggest concentrations of researchers in the fields of environment, health and plant science. www.uea.ac.uk. 
