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20–23 August 2026
Earlham Park, Norwich

BABYSHAMBLES, THE MOLOTOVS, THE CLAUSE & ANTONY SZMIEREK LEAD HUGE FINAL DROP FOR ROCK N ROLL CIRCUS NORWICH 2026
FULL LINE-UP REVEALED AS NEXT GENERATION ACTS JOIN JAMES, THE STREETS, THE KOOKS & MADNESS IN THE UK’S BEST PLACE TO LIVE

Rock N Roll Circus has today unveiled its full August 2026 Norwich line-up, adding a major final wave of artists including Babyshambles, The Molotovs, The Clause and Antony Szmierek, alongside a host of emerging names from across Norfolk and beyond.
The announcement completes a hugely ambitious programme, landing as the city celebrates being named the national winner in The Sunday Times Best Places To Live Guide 2026. Together, the accolade and the scale of this line-up cement Norwich’s growing reputation as one of the UK’s most exciting cultural destinations.

A FINAL WAVE OF MAJOR NAMES
Leading the latest additions for Friday 21 August, Babyshambles bring their unmistakable mix of raw energy and poetic songwriting to Earlham Park. Fronted by Peter Doherty, the band remain one of the most influential cult names in British indie, known for their chaotic brilliance and enduring catalogue.
They are joined by Manchester’s Antony Szmierek, whose spoken word-infused indie continues to connect with audiences across the UK, alongside genre-blurring songwriter Hak Baker and rising alternative voice Khakikid. Further additions include local talents Juliet and Lfay, building a Friday bill rich in personality and range.
Peter Doherty said: “There’s something about Rock N Roll Circus that feels a bit unpredictable in the best way. We’ve crossed paths with it before and it always leaves a mark. Bringing Babyshambles into that Big Top in Norwich feels like the kind of night that could go anywhere.”

THE NEXT GENERATION TAKES CENTRE STAGE
Across the weekend, Rock N Roll Circus continues its mission to spotlight the artists shaping the future of British music - and this year, that story begins from the very first night.
Thursday 20 August welcomes a bold wave of emerging talent led by The Molotovs, the London teenage sibling band rapidly building a reputation for their high-energy, mod-infused sound. 
They are joined by politically charged spoken-word artist Seb Lowe, viral breakout act Girl In The Year Above, the uncompromising energy of Girlband!, and local favourites Pleasure Inc., creating a dynamic opening night that blends urgency, attitude and new ideas.
Saturday continues that forward momentum with a standout mix of rising names and new-generation artists. Cruz Beckham and The Breakers bring a Britpop-inspired sound shaped by heritage but firmly focused on the future, while one of the UK’s most talked-about indie bands The Clause.
They are joined by The Kairos, Tom A. Smith, Leazes, Fletcher Fletchr and a strong contingent of emerging local talent including Tiny Umbrellas and Grace Calver, building a Saturday that feels both current and forward-looking.

A HUGE WEEKEND FOR EAST ANGLIA
From era-defining headliners to breakthrough new artists, Rock N Roll Circus Norwich 2026 brings together multiple generations of music across one standout weekend.
Opening night is led by Manchester legends James, one of the UK’s most enduring and beloved live bands, joined by Razorlight and The K’s.
Friday sees The Streets headline, delivering one of the most iconic British albums of the 2000s - A grand don’t come for free - in full for the first time live under the Big Top, while Saturday hosts a landmark indie celebration with The Kooks, The Vaccines and The Fratellis performing classic albums in full.
Sunday closes with a huge finale led by Madness, alongside Ocean Colour Scene, The Wailers, The Selecter and David Rodigan, complemented by a rich supporting programme rooted in ska, reggae and sound system culture.
Festival Director Ali O’Reilly said: “To be revealing this line-up in the same week Norwich has been named the best place to live in the UK feels like a real moment. There’s such a strong cultural identity here and the audience genuinely connects with what we’re building.
“Opening with James sets an incredible tone, and bringing in artists like Babyshambles, The Molotovs and The Clause alongside so many emerging names gives the weekend real depth. It’s that mix of heritage and new energy that defines Rock N Roll Circus.”

MORE THAN A FESTIVAL
Rock N Roll Circus continues to stand apart by blending world-class live music with immersive circus and theatrical performance across the site. From aerialists and fire performers to roaming spectacle, the experience extends far beyond the main stage.
All headline performances take place inside the festival’s iconic Big Top, creating an intimate, high-energy atmosphere while ensuring shows remain weather-proof.
VIP upgrades are available, offering fast-track entry, premium viewing areas, private bars, upgraded food options and dedicated seating.

FULL LINE-UP
Thursday 20 August
James
Razorlight
The K’s
Seb Lowe
The Molotovs
Girl In The Year Above
Girlband!
Pleasure Inc.

Friday 21 August
The Streets
Babyshambles
Antony Szmierek
Hak Baker
Khakikid
Juliet
Lfay

Saturday 22 August
The Kooks (Inside In / Inside Out in full)
The Vaccines (What Did You Expect From The Vaccines? in full)
The Fratellis (Costello Music in full)
Milburn (Well, Well, Well in full)
Cruz Beckham and The Breakers
The Clause
The Kairos
Tom A. Smith
Tiny Umbrellas
Fletchr Fletchr
Leazes
Grace Calver

Sunday 23 August
Madness
Ocean Colour Scene
The Wailers
The Selecter
David Rodigan
Millie Manders and the Shut Up
The Beat featuring Ranking Jnr
Beatles Dub Club
Sound System 79
NR Ska
The Downsetters

With the full line-up now revealed, Rock N Roll Circus Norwich 2026 is set to deliver one of the biggest and most exciting live music weekends in East Anglia next summer.
Rock N Roll Circus Norwich takes place at Earlham Park from Thursday 20 to Sunday 23 August 2026.

Tickets & info: rocknrollcircus.co.uk/norwich

-Ends-

Media enquiries:
National: karen@orbitpr.net
Regional: jon@northside-creative.co.uk
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