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Press release
28th May 2026 

UK’s first Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone is coming to Castle Quarter

Norwich city centre is about to welcome a brand-new high-octane indoor experience, with another exciting tenant joining Castle Quarter. The Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone is something completely new for Norwich, offering an exciting, competitive play activity. The official opening date will be Saturday 13 June.

The team behind the new business has been delivering successful activity experiences for children, young people and adults for several years. They are also an Approved Activity Provider for the Duke of Edinburgh’s (DofE) Award, delivering Gold DofE residentials for young people from across the UK.

Gel Blaster is one of the biggest crazes in the USA. Like laser tag, but using non-toxic, eco-friendly gel balls, it was an idea dreamt up by a couple in Texas whose mission was to get kids involved in active play.

Father-and-daughter team Mark and Georgie Keddie have secured the rights to bring Gel Blaster to Norfolk and Cambridgeshire. After building up a huge following for the game from their current base in West Raynham, they are bringing the Glow-in-the-Dark Battle Zone experience to Castle Quarter for 14 weeks this summer.

The original Gel Blaster Battle Zone at West Raynham is based within a historic WWII bunker complex. The team also has an inflatable activity zone, which is taken out to fairs, shows and corporate events all over the country. It’s this inflatable glow-in-the-dark zone that is coming to Norwich this summer.

Huge numbers of children have been catching the Gel Blaster bug over the past 12 months, with Mark and Georgie hosting more than 100 children’s birthday parties, many with returning guests.

The Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone will be the only experience of its kind in the East of England, and the first glow-in-the-dark battle zone in any shopping centre in the UK.
Suitable for ages six and up, but designed to be enjoyed by all ages, this adrenaline-fuelled experience sees players duck, dodge and battle it out using Gel Blasters that fire water-based gel balls known as “gellets”.

Unlike paintballing, the Gel Blaster capsules leave no marks on clothing, totally disintegrate, and are non-toxic and eco-friendly, making it a fun, mess-free activity. While paintballing can also be quite painful when you are hit, the gellets are much softer, with low-impact gameplay meaning there’s no need to cover exposed skin. Participants can even play in shorts and t-shirts. All players are provided with face protection as a precaution, and spectacle wearers can comfortably play too.

The venue will also host “Battlezone After Dark” sessions for adults looking for a unique night out, alongside corporate and team-building events.

The Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone will also offer a range of birthday party experiences, including the flexible “Birthday Your Way” package and the premium “Ultimate Blaster Party”, which includes dedicated party hosting, food, drinks and extended gameplay.

Mark Keddie, creator of the Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone, says: “We cannot wait to be in Castle Quarter in Norwich city centre. Our business has gone from strength to strength this year, mainly due to the popularity of Gel Blasters, so we were looking for a new home to make the activity accessible to more people. Because Castle Quarter has become known as a leisure destination over recent years, it’s the perfect venue for us.

“At West Raynham, people were travelling up to four hours to experience the game, and we had families travelling regularly from as far as Ely and Lowestoft. Now, by being at Castle Quarter for 14 weeks, we’re going to be so much easier to get to.

“We’re incredibly excited to bring the experience into the heart of Norwich this summer.”

Georgie Keddie adds: “It’s not until you’ve played or been inside the Glow-in-the-Dark Battle Zone that you really understand what Gel Blaster is all about. There’s a huge surge in energy when kids start to play. We have created our own music playlists, and it’s amazing when everyone’s dancing, letting off steam and having the best time.

“For anyone who wants to take a breather from the game, there’s a breakout room where they can relax before rejoining the fun. We want it to be inclusive and welcoming for everyone.

“We’ve hosted more than 100 birthday parties, and some children have returned to play nine times. We’ve built up a brilliant community of avid fans, who we call our Gel Blaster Warriors, and we’re looking forward to introducing even more people to this unique experience this summer.”

Rob Bradley, Centre Manager at Castle Quarter, says: “We keep adding new and exciting reasons to visit Castle Quarter, and the Glow-in-the-Dark Gel Blaster Battle Zone is going to be another fantastic addition to our leisure offering - a place where families, friends and teams can get together, have fun and try out the Gel Blaster craze. There’s nowhere else like it locally. "

When the Glow-in-the-Dark Battle Zone opens to the public on Saturday, 13 June, the first 100 customers through the door will get to play for free.

Entry passes will cost £9.59 and include 800 gellets per player. Players can top up their gellets for £2.50 each time, with unlimited play time inside the Gel Blaster zone.

For updates and opening times, visit www.castlequarternorwich.co.uk 

-Ends-



For further press information
Please contact Castle Quarter’s PR team at Plain Speaking PR. Ask for Hannah Freeman or Pippa Lain-Smith
Tel: 01603 487291 or hannah@plainspeakingpr.co.uk / pippa@plainspeakingpr.co.uk 

About Castle Quarter
Castle Quarter is a vibrant social, leisure and lifestyle destination in the heart of Norwich city centre, home to leading national brands including Escape Hunt, TK Maxx, Boom Battle Bar, Vue cinema and Superbowl UK as well as a varied range of independent local businesses, including street food vendors at Castle Social, Retro Replay gaming and ArrowHeadz, the destination for darts fans where you can buy darts and play in-store. 
There is always a reason to visit Castle Quarter with an ongoing programme of family-friendly, free events taking place throughout the year.   Stay up to date with news, events, and latest openings at  www.castlequarternorwich.co.uk and follow on social media too. 
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube 
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