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New Afro-lounge to open at Castle Quarter in Norwich

A new Afro-lounge, featuring a restaurant, bar, and event space, is set to open at Castle Quarter, Norwich, this summer, the first of its kind in the East of England.

It has been revealed that Las Gidi will open at 114 Timberhill, just outside one of Castle Quarter’s entrances, and will bring African cuisine, music and culture to the heart of the city. The venue is currently undergoing renovation, with an opening date not yet set, but likely to be in July. 

Taking over the former Silhouette restaurant and cocktail bar, and over two floors, Las Gidi will be a new lounge with an Afro-modern appeal. As well as a restaurant, bar and live music, the venue will also have private hire areas and a balcony, offering a new cultural and entertainment destination for Norwich city centre, and will create 20 hospitality jobs. 

The name Las Gidi is a popular slang term for Lagos, Nigeria’s largest city, which is widely regarded as the commercial, fashion and entertainment capital of the African continent. The owners say they hope the space will offer an experience of the vibrant, colourful lifestyle of Lagos and the continent.

Uzo Joe-Ihedoro, Ene Apeh and Charles Mokwe are directors of Few Good Men, the business behind the launch. The trio have a proven track record in bringing the spirit of Africa to Norfolk, staging AfriFest East, the largest Afrocentric summer event in East Anglia, at Chapelfield Gardens every August. Since starting out in 2024, the event has attracted more than 5,000 people, becoming one of the city’s most popular outdoor summer events.  

Charles Mokwe, Director of Few Good Men said: “We’re excited to be opening a permanent African music, food and entertainment venue in the city centre, which will be the first of its kind in the East of England. Las Gidi is about bringing people together to enjoy bold flavours, great music and a welcoming atmosphere that reflects Africa’s legendary hospitality.


“What we can say for now is that this will be a space where everyone is made to feel welcome - because at Las Gidi our mantra is ‘here, the trybe is global’.  Culture and entertainment are universal, and it brings communities together, that’s our goal.”

“Our new space at Castle Quarter gives us so much scope and means we can host a diverse programme of events – follow us on social media, where we will reveal more details soon. 

Rob Bradley, centre manager at Castle Quarter, said: “We’re excited to announce Las Gidi will soon join our growing and eclectic mix of tenants. It promises to bring a vibrant new restaurant, lounge and events to the heart of Norwich, and we can’t wait to see it open soon.”

More details about Las Gidi’s events programme, menu, opening times and launch date will be shared soon. 

For updates:
• Join the opening night waiting list at Las Gidi Launch (Join The Waiting List) - LAS GIDI

-Ends-

For further press information
Please contact Castle Quarter’s PR team at Plain Speaking PR
Ask for Hannah Freeman or Pippa Lain-Smith
Tel: 01603 487291 or hannah@plainspeakingpr.co.uk / pippa@plainspeakingpr.co.uk 

About Castle Quarter

[bookmark: _Hlk204851782]Castle Quarter is a vibrant social, leisure and lifestyle destination in the heart of Norwich city centre, home to leading national brands including Escape Hunt, TK Maxx, Boom Battle Bar, Vue cinema and Superbowl UK as well as a varied range of independent local businesses, including street food vendors at Castle Social, Retro Replay gaming and ArrowHeadz, the destination for darts fans where you can buy darts and play in-store. 

There is always a reason to visit Castle Quarter with an ongoing programme of family-friendly, free events taking place throughout the year. Stay up to date with news, events, and latest openings at  www.castlequarternorwich.co.uk and follow on social media too. 
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube 
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