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Press Release	
10 June 2026

The Norwich City of Stories Summer Trail Invites Families on an Exciting Holiday Adventure

This summer, Norwich will transform into a free trail celebrating books, creativity and the power of imagination.

Launching on 18 July and running until 31 August, the Norwich City of Stories Summer Trail will encourage families, visitors and residents to uncover clues hidden across the city centre.

Organised by VisitNorwich, part of Norwich Business Improvement District (BID), and supported by headline partner Norwich Cathedral, the trail coincides with the UK’s National Year of Reading and celebrates Norwich’s identity as England’s first UNESCO City of Literature.

The Norwich City of Stories Summer Trail is free to take part in and can be enjoyed at participants’ own pace throughout the school holidays.

Visitors can pick up a free trail map and visit locations across the city in search of storybooks displayed in shop windows and venues. Each stop will reveal a letter clue, with visitors challenged to crack the hidden message to be in with the chance of winning a range of prizes.

Holly Bamford, Head of Marketing at Norwich BID, said: “The City of Stories Summer Trail encourages families and visitors to spend time together while enjoying everything the city centre has to offer. Whether people are visiting Norwich for the first time or rediscovering their own city, we wanted to create something fun, accessible and engaging that celebrates reading, creativity, and the fantastic range of businesses and venues we have here.”

The Very Revd Dr Andrew Braddock, Dean of Norwich, said: “We’re delighted to support the Norwich City of Stories Summer Trail and welcome families to the Cathedral as part of their experience. Storytelling has a unique way of bringing generations together and we hope people of all ages will enjoy exploring the many stories waiting to be discovered at Norwich Cathedral – and in the Cathedral’s Library above the Cloister - this summer.

“We’re sure our friend Paddington, who can be found perched on his bench in the Cathedral Close, will also be a popular stop on the trail!”

The City of Stories Summer Trail gives visitors the chance to experience the city’s historic streets, landmarks and businesses in new and unexpected ways, uncovering stories inspired by Norwich’s past. Running alongside the trail there’ll be special book-themed pop-up activities too.

The long summer holiday break needs filling and in Norwich there’s a good mix of activities and free and low-cost things to do to keep families happy. So as well at the City of Stories Trail, expect free street entertainment each Sunday in August with Norwich Summer Sessions, Explorer Packs at Norwich Cathedral to borrow, and free entry Sundays and Mondays alongside a programme of special events at Dragon Hall (home of the National Centre for Writing).

· City of Stories Summer Trail maps, event information and additional activities will be available via the VisitNorwich website. 
· Physical copies of the trail map will be situated at participating venues including Norwich Cathedral and in John Lewis Norwich, at the Norwich BID office in the Forum on Millennium Plain, and will be handed out by Norwich City Hosts during the summer holidays. 
· Completed entries can be submitted online using a QR code found on the trail map, by email, or via dedicated post boxes located at Norwich Cathedral and in John Lewis Norwich. 
· Entries for the competition must be received by 4 September 2026.
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Notes to Editors:
For interviews please contact: 
Tom Bates, Marketing Manager, Norwich BID -  tom.bates@norwichbid.co.uk  

Find out more: https://www.visitnorwich.co.uk/norwich-summer-trail/ 
High resolution images: https://show.pics.io/city-of-stories-summer-trail-pr 
Share your Summer with us
#CityofStories | #Norwich  
@VisitNorwich @NorwichBIDUK

About Norwich BID 
Established in November 2012, Norwich BID is run for local businesses by local businesses. The BID covers a defined area of Norwich where businesses plan how to improve their trading environment, identifying additional projects and services that develop the city centre and trade. Investment in the BID area aims to enhance and promote the local environment for businesses, employees, customers and tourists. The overarching vision is to make a clear positive impact on the vitality of our city centre and the success of the businesses within it. 
About VisitNorwich
· VisitNorwich is the official Destination Marketing Organisation (DMO) for the Norwich area within Norwich BID and its activities are funded by its membership scheme, public sector stakeholders including Norwich City Council and directly by Norwich BID. 
· VisitNorwich’s sole focus is to promote and develop the destination and support its members through collaborative marketing, research, information and business advice. 
· In June 2026 VisitNorwich’s marketing campaign Old City, New Attitude won ‘Brand Communication of the year 2026’ at Brandland’s inaugural Gather Awards.
· VisitNorwich’s campaign Old City, New Attitude has been shortlisted in the prestigious Travel Marketing Awards 2026 for MARKETING CAMPAIGN UP TO £100,000 SPEND
· In 2025 VisitNorwich won ‘Integrated Campaign Of The Year under £500,000’ at the Travel Marketing Awards.
· Total value of tourism in Norwich in 2024 was £608,383,450 including 12,294,000 trips (day and staying) - Destination Research: Economic Impact of Tourism report 2024. 
· In 2020 Norwich, the City of Stories was shortlisted in the City Nation Place Awards 2020 for ‘Place Brand of the Year’.  
· In 2012 Norwich became England’s first UNESCO City of Literature.

Additional free and low-cost things to do this summer holidays
· Free street entertainment & live music with Norwich Summer Sessions
· Flint the Fox & Explorer Backpacks at Norwich Cathedral
· Norwich Book Bench Trail
· National Centre for Writing free entry
· National Centre for Writing free & low-cost children’s events
· Sainsbury Centre pay if and what you can afford
· Free entry to the Sainsbury Centre Sculpture Park & free tours
image1.jpeg
&

Norwich
Business
Improvement
District




image2.jpeg
X VisitNorwich
QN The City of Stories




