Press Release

City Museum Celebrates 100th Anniversary
The Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2026, with a new exhibition, events programme and free entry periods over the summer.
The celebrations kicked off in style during the Norwich Lanes Summer Fayre, with 1200 people flocking through the doors. The main event was the unveiling of a specially commissioned painting, by Norwich artist Pinch, depicting the façade of the Museum with notable Norwich figures including Elizabeth Fry, Peter the Wild Boy, artists John Crome and Pippa Miller in the foreground.
The exhibition tells the story of founder Henry Holmes and his idea to create a trades and industries museum in collaboration with some of the biggest businesses in the city. He was a remarkable man who avoided the limelight but contributed a great deal to Norwich. He came from humble roots and became a successful entrepreneur, building a shoe-making factory that employed thousands of people and was known locally as a Dick Whittington figure. Quietly, he used retirement to support countless good causes and dreamed of creating a new museum that celebrated the many pioneering products manufactured in the city. His ambition was that it would “provide a source of pleasure and pride to citizens” and “inspire the younger generation to realise the greatness of their heritage”. The exhibition also explores 1920s Norwich and follows the fortunes of some of the local families who lived and worked nearby and it has been curated by Hannah Henderson, Curator of Community History, with a team of volunteer researchers and historian and photographer Nick Stone. The exhibition has been generously funded by the Friends of Norwich Museums, and the Costume and Textile Association has supported a new display of 1920s dresses and shoes.   

The exhibition will be accompanied by a programme of events and free entry generously funded by Norwich Freemen’s Charity from 18 – 29 August (Tuesday to Saturday). The programme kicked off last month, with a talk on 1920s fashion by expert Lisa Clare Smith, a 1920s themed walking tour led by Tour Guide Paul Dickson and a family story book project led by artist Rose Feather. Over the summer holidays, children can get involved in activities including making a finger puppet inspired by a famous Norwich character, dressing up in 1920s fashion, striking a pose at a selfie station and trying out some flapper dance moves. Plus, every Tuesday, kids can get hands-on with 1920s fashions and add their own mark to a giant community collage.
Hannah Henderson, Curator of Community History, Museum of Norwich, said:  “We wanted to kick off our 100th anniversary in style, and what better way than to work with a local artist like Pinch. The Museum of Norwich is such a cultural gem, and each year it goes from strength to strength. During our 100th year, we want to reflect on this success, pay tribute to those who went before us, and celebrate with all our supporters, who make the museum the well loved, friendly, creative place it is today”.
Pinch said: "It's a huge privilege for me to be chosen for the Museum of Norwich's centenary celebration commission. The museum focuses a lot on the history of the people who made Norwich what it is today, which blends perfectly with my own artistic practice. Everything from the colours in the sky to the figures and stonework texture was inspired by objects in the museum, and I'm so pleased we can finally reveal the painting to the public".

Nick Stone, Co-curator and historian, said: “It has been a fascinating process working on the exhibition, giving us an opportunity to study both the foundation of the Bridewell museum and life in the city during the 1920s. It’s been great to discover the lost stories of some of the now forgotten movers and shakers of the time, like the founder Henry Holmes, and share them with a wider audience”.
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