	Hercule Van Wolfwinkle of ‘Pet Portraits by Hercule’ will be one of the headliners at the National Human Animal Bond Awareness day held at Redwings Horse Sanctuary this weekend.

This year’s National Human-Animal Bond Awareness Day, organised by founding charity Streetvet, will be hosted on Sunday 19th July at the Redwings Caldecott Visitor Centre in Norfolk. Created in 2022, it seeks to celebrate and promote the bond between animals and humans. Hercule will be holding a free kids’ drawing workshop and hosting a drawing competition to win one of his highly sought-after pet portraits, while other speakers include farrier influencer Sam Dracott, saddle fitter and influencer Poppy Webber, authors Louis D Hall and Grace Olson, and charity representatives including Battersea and the NFRSA (National Foundation for Retired Service Animals).
Hercule Van Wolfwinkle has over 500,000 followers across social media and has just reached more than £500,000* raised through donations for his chosen charities for his ‘rubbish pet portraits’. On a summer afternoon in 2020, whilst trying to coerce his young son into making some thank you cards, Hercule doodled a picture of their family dog. He put it on Facebook, never thinking that the post would go viral, but his terribly wonderful ‘rubbish pet portraits’ were soon in high demand with requests for pictures flooding into his inbox in the tens of thousands from all over the world.
In preparation for the event, Hercule has already recreated Redwings’ Adoption Stars donkey Esther and Shetland pony Sampson, who will also be doing ‘meet-and-greets on the day, in his famous ‘ultra-realistic style’ delighting both his online fans, and the charity’s supporters – and giving just a taster of the activities planned for the day.
His fundraising has seen Hercule receive a Points of Light Award from the Prime Minister, be recognised by The Big Issue as one of their 100 Change Makers for 2021, and be named ‘Creative Fundraiser of The Year’ at the 2022 Just Giving Awards.
The National Human Animal Bond Awareness Day runs from 10am to 4pm at Redwings Caldecott, Fritton, Norfolk NR31 9EY. It is free to attend and dogs are welcome. Entry includes access to the Redwings Visitor Centre. There will be opportunities to donate towards the charity through a raffle and also by requesting individually signed cards by Hercule Van Wolfwinkle. Find out more about Redwings and get directions at www.redwings.org.uk.
Tammie O’Leary, co-founder & Director of NHABAD says: “Many of us have, or have previously experienced relationships with animals that are unique. Animals are often a constant in our lives for good reason. The support animals provide us is truly powerful, emotionally, mentally and physically. The NHABAD is an opportunity to educate, interact, have fun and inspire people to understand more about each of the charities involved.
“Whether it is Support Dogs, Battersea Dog and Cats Home, Dogs for Good or The Cinnamon Trust each play an important role in the community. Having volunteered within the charity sector I see what a difference people donating their time and skills can make. Animals help us to become better humans. There is no judgement and endless unconditional love which everyone can appreciate. This campaign’s aim is to increase awareness of the ways in which animals assist us through their companionship or skills”.
Nicola Knight from Redwings Horse Sanctuary says: “We are all about that special bond between animals and humans here at Redwings, and so we are thrilled to be hosting this fantastic day dedicated to exactly that. Celebrating how much animals bring to our lives and how animals and humans can work together in extraordinary ways. It promises to be a fantastic day!”
 
Learn more about the NHABAD through the website and social media platforms www.human-animalbondday.com  www.youtube.com/@Human-AnimalBondDay  
www.instagram.com/humananimalbondday  
www.linkedin.com/company/human-animal-bond-awareness-day  
www.facebook.com/NationalHumanAnimalBondAwarenessDay 
 
Speaker’s & collaborators links:
www.herculevanwolfwinkle.co.uk    
www.graceolsonauthor.com  
www.battersea.org.uk 
www.samdracottfarrier.com 
www.louisdhall.com 
www.dogsforgood.org 
www.pcuk.org 
www.nfrsa.org.uk 
www.ourspecialfriends.org 
www.petsastherapy.org 
www.poppywebber.co.uk
www.redwings.org.uk

To learn more please email tammie.oleary@streetvet.org.uk 
 
Ends
 
 
Notes to editors
Images are available to support coverage of this story are attached. 
*‘Rubbish’ animal artist raises £500k for charity: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c93elee2e41o
Contact Jude Palmer, Redwings Communications Manager, on 07483 407322 or email  jpalmer@redwings.co.uk
 
More about Redwings: A registered charity, Redwings Horse Sanctuary was established in 1984. It has grown to be one of the largest horse welfare charities in the UK, working to save equines whose future would otherwise be bleak, and is responsible for more than 1500 horses, ponies, donkeys and mules.
The charity has visitor centres in Norfolk and Essex and is custodian of Anna Sewell House, where the Black Beauty author was born, in Great Yarmouth. 
To find out more, visit www.redwings.org.uk, or follow Redwings on Facebook (/RedwingsHorseSanctuary), Twitter (@RedwingsHS), Instagram (redwingsuk) and TikTok (redwingshorsesanctuary). #LoveHorsesLoveRedwings #ForTheLoveOfTheHorse  
	

	
	
	



	
	



