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Community mural unveiled as Castle Gardens Whiffler Theatre area reopens


	A striking new community mural celebrating the history and future of Castle Gardens has been unveiled as the restored Whiffler Theatre area reopens to the public.
Created by local arts organisation Reprezent, the mural was developed through community storytelling and creative workshops delivered in partnership with The Common Lot Norwich Theatre, with residents contributing ideas, memories and inspiration to the final artwork.
The mural forms part of Norwich City Council's wider programme of restoration and improvements to Castle Gardens and the Whiffler Theatre area, helping to reconnect the space with its cultural and community roots.
The revitalised Whiffler Theatre is now once again available for community use.
Alongside the mural, visitors will see a range of improvements across the site, including enhanced pathways, more accessible seating and landscaping designed to create a greener, more welcoming environment.
Some planting was removed as part of the restoration works and the area has been seeded as an interim measure. Further biodiverse and memorial planting will take place in the autumn as part of the long-term restoration of the gardens.
The original Whiffler Theatre plaque has been reinstated as part of the heritage restoration, helping to preserve an important part of the site's history.
The Princess Diana memorial has been repositioned in a more prominent location, with surrounding planting designed as a tribute to her.
Cllr Daniel Elmer, Leader of South Norfolk Council and chair of the Greater Norwich Growth Board, said: “This creative community project is a fantastic example of the benefits to local residents provided by the GNGB. The reopening of the Whiffler Theatre area and the unveiling of the new community mural marks a vibrant new chapter for Castle Gardens, creating a shared, welcoming space for all.”
Councillor Lucy Galvin, Leader of Norwich City Council, said: “This project is all about making a historic community space available and accessible to city storytellers and residents again.
“The community mural is more than a piece of artwork. It reflects the stories, creativity and local pride that make Castle Gardens such a special place.
“The reopening of the Whiffler Theatre area marks an important step in bringing activity, culture and community life back to this historic space, while ensuring it remains welcoming and accessible for future generations.”
Ruben Cruz, chief executive of Reprezent, said: “For me, the most rewarding part of this project has been bringing the community into the creative process. Every story, memory and idea shared during the workshops has helped shape this mural, making it a true reflection of Norwich’s theatre heritage and identity as the City of Stories.
“I’m especially proud that the mural has been painted by local Norwich artists, celebrating the city’s creativity and talent. I also believe this space is now more inclusive and welcoming to everyone.
“As Reprezent Project, we’re excited to bring more free creative activities for families and young people to the Whiffler Theatre, ensuring it becomes a place where the community can come together, create and celebrate culture.”
The project has been supported by funding from the Greater Norwich Growth Board through the Infrastructure Investment Fund and has been shaped through consultation with stakeholders, theatre groups, community safety partners and Inclusive Norwich to ensure accessibility and community needs are reflected in the final design.

ENDS
The Greater Norwich Growth Board is a partnership comprising Broadland District, Norwich City, South Norfolk and Norfolk County Councils.
The partners have chosen to work together to provide grant funding for strategic infrastructure projects that support growth within the Greater Norwich area.
Photos available on request. 
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Norwich City Council
t: 01603 987630
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