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New restaurant Las Gidi reveals menu and signature cocktails ahead of opening at Castle Quarter
 
A new restaurant, bar and lounge coming soon to Norwich, Las Gidi, has revealed its exclusive menu and drinks offerings as the upcoming Afro-lounge at Castle Quarter prepares to open to the public on Saturday 22 August.
An extensive refit has been underway at 114 Timberhill, where the new eatery will be located, taking on the site of the former Silhouette restaurant and cocktail bar, just outside one of the centre’s entrances. Works are now completed, with new interiors and furnishings installed before its official launch.
Las Gidi, which is a popular slang term for Lagos, Nigeria’s largest city and Africa’s entertainment capital will combine a restaurant, bar and events space honouring African food, music and culture. Spread across two floors, it will also feature private hire spaces and a balcony, creating a new destination for dining, entertainment and cultural events in Norwich city centre. It is thought to be the first of its kind in the east of England.
The venue is being launched by the passionate team of Uzo Joe-Ihedoro, Ene Apeh and Charles Mokwe, known as Few Good Men, who are also behind AfriFest East, the largest Afrocentric summer event in East Anglia, which takes place in Chapelfield Gardens, Norwich, every August.
As preparations for the launch of Las Gidi continue, the group has unveiled its food and drinks menus, promising an authentic celebration of African cuisine showcasing the rich culinary heritage of West, East and Southern Africa.
Designed around a tapas-style concept, diners will be able to mix and match small plates, encouraging them to explore a wide variety of flavours in a single visit.
The menu features signature dishes including smoky Nigerian Suya, East African Nyama Choma (goat meat), South African Boerewors (beef sausages), aromatic Jollof, savoury Egusi (pumpkin seeds), spicy pepper sauces and sweet grilled plantains (Bole).
To finish, desserts such as Chinchin cheesecake with drizzle, will provide a contemporary take on traditional African flavours. 
Five exclusive cocktails inspired by different regions of Africa, including Afrobeats and Chill, Gold Coast Cooler, The Afrogoni, Danfo Driver and Owambe Gold will also be served up. The latter, a cocktail rooted in Nairobi and widely regarded as Nigeria’s unofficial national drink, is made with hibiscus infused vodka, muddled lime, brown sugar and is traditionally stirred using a special stick.
Charles Mokwe, one of the directors of Few Good Men, said: “With opening night in sight, we’re excited to share a tempting flavour of what to expect from the Las Gidi menu. Every dish tells a story from somewhere across the African continent, celebrating the incredible diversity of our food culture while presenting it in a way that’s perfect to share with friends and family.
“Our cocktails have also been created with the same philosophy, taking inspiration from different regions and giving people the chance to discover flavours they may never have experienced before. We can’t wait to welcome people through the doors and introduce Norwich to the Las Gidi experience.”
The business is also creating job opportunities, with the team recruiting for about 20 new roles, including front-of-house staff and kitchen professionals.
Rob Bradley, centre manager at Castle Quarter, added: “With the reveal of Las Gidi’s delicious new dishes and exclusive drinks menu, there’s a real sense of excitement building as its opening draws closer.
“We know it’s going to bring something genuinely different to Norwich’s food and hospitality scene, which is why it’s such a fantastic addition to Castle Quarter’s growing mix of independent businesses. We aim to create a vibrant destination where people can enjoy great food, entertainment and new experiences, and we can’t wait to see Las Gidi open here this summer.”
For further updates visit Las Gidi’s website -  https://lasgidi.co.uk/
To find out more about the latest events at Castle Quarter, go to www.castlequarternorwich.co.uk and like the Facebook page.
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About Castle Quarter
Castle Quarter is a vibrant social, leisure and lifestyle destination in the heart of Norwich city centre, home to leading national brands including Escape Hunt, TK Maxx, Boom Battle Bar, Vue cinema and Superbowl UK as well as a varied range of independent local businesses, including street food vendors at Castle Social, Retro Replay gaming and ArrowHeadz, the destination for darts fans where you can buy darts and play in-store.
There is always a reason to visit Castle Quarter with an ongoing programme of family-friendly, free events taking place throughout the year.   Stay up to date with news, events, and latest openings at  www.castlequarternorwich.co.uk and follow on social media too.
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