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Meet the Writers Bringing Norwich’s Stories to Life

From former journalists, published authors and poets to tour guides and people working in customer facing tourism roles- we have recruited a broad and talented lineup of individuals penning a story, musing, observation, poem or whatever creatively responds to their historic character.
Meet the talented writers bringing the stories of Norwich’s twenty remarkable characters vividly back to life.

Emma de Guader written by poet Daisy Henwood

Daisy Henwood is a writer and arts producer based in Norwich. Her writing has been published in magazines including the Rialto, Under the Radar and Poetry Wales. She is the co-director of TOAST Poetry. She has a PhD in environmental literature from the University of East Anglia. Daisy has delivered commissions for Norfolk & Norwich Festival (Kinship), Norwich Castle (A Norwich Bestiary) and in 2025 The Museum of Norwich in a joint project with visual artist JMC Anderson. In 2022 she was the virtual writer-in-residence for the Werribee River Association, Melbourne.

Pablo Fanque written by Bruce Lindsay

Bruce Lindsay is a social historian and music journalist. He holds a PhD in history from the University of East Anglia and is an Associate Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. He specialises in the social history of Britain from the late eighteenth century and has written and lectured widely on topics including music, dance, health care, the social history of the gramophone, advertising, and entertainment. His recent books include Dancehalls, Glitterballs and DJs, a history of dance and dance music from 1750 to 1980; Two Bold Singermen, a joint biography of Harry Cox and Sam Larner, the influential Norfolk traditional singers; and Ivor Cutler: A Life Outside the Sitting Room, the biography of the Scottish musician, poet, songwriter, performer and author (all published by Equinox Publishing).
Bruce’s biography of Pablo Fanque, Pablo Fanque’s Fair: the Fabulous Victorian Showman who Inspired the Beatles, is due for publication by Modern Vaudeville Press in early 2027, the 60th anniversary of the Beatles’ Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.

Rumsey Wells written by Stacia Briggs

Trained at BBC Radio Norfolk, Stacia went on to become Chief Reporter and later Chief Writer at the Eastern Daily Press, where she spent 30 years and won more than 10 national and regional writing awards. She is one half of the Norfolk Folklore Society alongside co-creator Siofra Connor, creating podcasts and live events that tell stories shaped by local magic and memory. As Director of The Assembly House in Norwich, a Georgian mansion known for its hospitality, celebrations and imaginative dining experiences, she leads creative design, branding and marketing. At heart, she is a storyteller, an enthusiastic edible glitter user and a committed insomniac.

John Crome written by Kate Wolstenholme

Kate Wolstenholme is a PR and media professional at the Sainsbury Centre – a world-class art museum in Norwich. With a background in photography and journalism, Kate’s work spans storytelling, writing and media production. Kate was a journalist and photographer for the Eastern Daily Press and the Norwich Evening News, as well as working in the photographic archives. Alongside managing PR and media at the Sainsbury Centre, Kate writes the Art Talks Back column for the EDP, which explores life’s biggest questions through art.

Harriet Martineau written by Peggy Hughes

Peggy is the former Chief Executive of the National Centre for Writing, and Chair of Open Book Reading in Scotland. Peggy was made an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 2023, an honour bestowed on individuals who have made a significant contribution to the advancement of literature in the UK. After almost nine years with NCW, she recently left England’s first UNESCO City of literature to return to the world’s first, Edinburgh, in June Peggy took up the role as Director of Engagement at the National Library of Scotland.

Jack Valentine written by Mel March

Mel March is the Senior PR & Marketing Manager at VisitNorwich with a wealth of experience in travel PR, marketing and travel writing having formally worked at British Airways, been a columnist for Places & Faces magazine, judge at the Travel Media Awards and regular contributor working with BBC Radio Norfolk.

Julian of Norwich written by Josiah English

J William English first discovered Julian of Norwich during his MA in Medieval Studies at the University of Birmingham and has been fascinated by her ever since. He now lives and works at the Julian Shrine in Norwich with his wife and two dogs, just yards from where Julian herself once lived and wrote. He can usually be found on a country walk or sampling some of the Fine City’s many fine ales.

Elizabeth Fry written by Rowan Whiteside

Rowan Whiteside was born in South Africa, but has spent most of her life in Norwich. She works in arts and culture marketing, and has a Masters in Creative Writing (Prose) from the University of East Anglia. rowanwhiteside.co.uk


Amelia Opie written by Siv Sears

Siv Sears is an educator, entertainer, and founder of Norwich Story Walks, which offers alternative and engaging guided tours of the city. Through a blend of storytelling, performance, and historical insight, Siv brings Norwich’s past to life in fresh and accessible ways. Their work includes the Norwich Her Story Walk – featuring Amelia Opie – a tour dedicated to uncovering and celebrating the lives of women connected to the city, inviting participants to see Norwich through new and thought‑provoking perspectives.

Margaret Fountaine written by Jo Warr

Jo Warr is a Norwich native who has spent her career working in the arts and heritage sectors. As Head of Development at Norfolk Museums Service, she contributes to the leadership of one of the UK’s largest county museum services, which includes ten museums. Based at Norwich Castle, she is responsible for fundraising, marketing and communications, programming, and partnerships. She is motivated by the role museums play in connecting people to Norfolk’s history and bringing its stories to wider audiences.

Caroline Colman written by John Osborne

John Osborne writes poems, stories and scripts. His first book Radio Head was broadcast as BBC Radio 4’s Book of the Week. His theatre show Norwich: A Love Story was a sell-out show at Norwich Playhouse in 2024 and in 2026 he was commissioned to be the Writer-in-Residence at Norwich Market.

George Skipper written by Paul Dickson

Paul Dickson is a tour guide who offers a range of tours in Norwich, Cromer and the Norfolk Broads. George Skipper features in tours in both Cromer and Norwich: www.pauldicksontours.co.uk.

Samuel Bignold written by Katie Thompson

 Katie Thompson is the Marketing Executive for VisitNorwich, with a love for writing, travel, exploring different cultures and, of course, Norwich!

Anna Sewell written by Harriet Cooper

Harriet is an editor and journalist with almost 30 years of experience. Having worked on the editorial team at the London Evening Standard, Red magazine, British Airways High Life and luxury style guide The Glossary, she is now freelance, specialising in lifestyle, the arts and culture, and travel. She contributes to publications and platforms such as Condé Nast Traveller, The Telegraph and The Standard, as well as creating content for clients including English Heritage and 50 Best. She also works with regional outlets including North Norfolk Living magazine and Sowerbys At Home.

Margaret Fahey-McGrath written by Caroline Jarrold

Caroline Jarrold DL has lived in Norfolk for most of her life. She has worked for Jarrolds for over 40 years in a variety of roles and is the Secretary to the John Jarrold Trust; which supports a wide variety of charitable causes across Norwich and Norfolk. She was a founding Director of VisitNorwich, Chair of the Norfolk & Norwich Festival and is the Chair of Norwich Philharmonic Society and Cox’s Boatyard at Barton Turf and a Trustee of The Forum Trust and several other charities. Caroline has long been passionate about championing Norwich and Norfolk as a wonderful place to live, work and enjoy the huge range of activities within easy reach. She lives near to the Seething Control Tower Museum, which is a living memorial to the service personnel who served in the USAAF 448th Bomb Group, so she was particularly fascinated to be asked to research and write about Margaret Fahey McGrath. Caroline was Sheriff of Norwich from 2021 – 2023 and is a Deputy Lieutenant of Norfolk.

Sir Thomas Browne to be written by Marion Catlin

Marion is a freelance creative and cultural consultant, visual artist, designer and artist.


Robert Kett to be written by Ali Smith

Ali is a portrait and documentary photographer and writer, contributing regularly to the Guardian, the Observer, the New Review, the New York Times and other publications internationally.
She’s shot advertising and promotional campaigns for Rimmel, Disney, Johnson & Johnson and many others, and has released two critically acclaimed books of photography. The most recent, Momma Love; How the Mother Half Lives, won two international book awards, was featured by the NY Times (and others), activist Gloria Steinem called it a gift to moms, and photographer Amy Arbus deemed it “essential.”
Ali’s memoir, the Ballad of Speedball Baby, is her story— alternately hilarious and heart-breaking – of being the only woman in an influential, 90s New York punk band.


Edith Cavell to be written by Reverend Peter Doll

Canon Librarian and Vice Dean of Norwich Cathedral, and an American by birth, Peter came to England as a student in 1986, married and stayed. Ordained in 1995, before coming to Norwich he served in the Diocese of Oxford as a curate, university chaplain, and team vicar.
As Canon Librarian at Norwich Cathedral, he oversees the work of the Department of Schools and Family Learning, the Library and Collections, adult education and exhibitions.
In addition, he has led the development of the Walsingham Way pilgrimage route and the deepening of the Cathedral’s Benedictine identity. He is the author of various books and articles on theology, church history, and architecture and the liturgy.

Peter the Wild Boy to be written by Emma Healy

Emma Healey grew up in London and completed her first degree in bookbinding. She then worked in libraries, bookshops, art galleries, and universities, before studying for the MA in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia. She lives in Norwich with her husband, daughter and cat. Emma is the author of Elizabeth is Missing (2014, won the Costa First Novel Award), Whistle in the Dark (2018), and Sweat (2025).  
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