FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bookings Open for Reimagined Creative Arts Programme at The Garage Norwich

Bookings are now open for The Garage Norwich's 2026/27 Creative Class Programme, the first to be curated by newly appointed Creative Director Mark Finbow.  The Garage has reimagined the programme to create distinct progression routes, stronger industry links and more opportunities for people of all ages to develop their creativity.

As the largest arts participation programme in the East of England, The Garage's 2026/27 programme offers a wide range of weekly classes and Performance Companies across dance, acting, music, musical theatre, comedy, filmmaking and creative practice.

Alongside expert tuition, participants will benefit from industry-led workshops with companies including the award-winning theatre companies Rhum and Clay & Shared Experience as well as acclaimed playwright Fiona Padfield and Sarah Johnson from Limbik Theatre. Participants will also enjoy exclusive opportunities to attend professional performances and engage with artists developing new work at The Garage throughout the year.

The redesigned class programme brings a focus on empowerment of the creative as we introduce several strands of self-made work. Our new Filmmaking, Comedy Performance and Making Theatre strands appeal to young and old creatives who wish to take creative control of their work, learn a broad range of producing skills and take ownership of high-quality artistic work. Our new 18+ Theatre company is designed to showcase the most ambitious early career actors in the region. The programme will help early career actors to hone performance skills, build networks and find work.

The Garage has also reformatted their creative early years offer. Instead of signing up for a single weekly class, parents can sign their little performers up to any number of classes within the My First offer, making the programme much more flexible for young families.

With this unrivalled mix of opportunities there has never been a better time to begin or continue your creative journey at The Garage. Mark Finbow, Creative Director at The Garage, said:

"Throughout my career I've been passionate about creating opportunities for people to make ambitious, high-quality work, regardless of where they come from or what experience they have. This programme reflects that belief. We've created clear progression routes for participants of every age, while building stronger connections between our participation programme and the professional artists and productions that make The Garage such an exciting creative hub.

"We want every participant to feel part of the wider creative community, not simply attend a weekly class. Whether someone is taking their first creative steps or pursuing a career in the arts, our ambition is to provide exceptional training, inspiring experiences and genuine opportunities to develop as an artist.

"The Garage is already an extraordinary organisation. My ambition is to make it the place people think of first when they want exceptional performing arts experiences and training in the East of England—a place where creativity is nurtured, artistic excellence is honed, and careers can begin."

Bookings for The Garage's 2026/27 Creative Class Programme are now open, with classes beginning on Monday 7 September. To explore the full programme and book a place, visit www.thegarage.org.uk.
ENDS
For more information and interview requests please email jade.causton@thegarage.org.uk

Notes for Editors 

Mark Finbow Biography.
Before joining The Garage, Mark Finbow spent two decades working as an actor, director, writer and producer across theatre and film. A graduate of LAMDA and an alumnus of the National Youth Theatre, he founded East Anglian theatre company The Keeper's Daughter, touring productions nationally while creating opportunities for hundreds of emerging artists and young people. His work has screened at the BFI and has consistently championed creative talent across the region.


