- PRESS RELEASE --

Norwich's First Purpose-Built Comedy Club Launches This October at Bowling House

The Lanes Comedy Club is set to open its doors this October, bringing a dedicated home for live comedy to Norwich for the very first time. Located at Bowling House on Dereham Road and launched in partnership with Hooma Comedy, the new venue promises to become a flagship destination for stand-up, showcasing nationally acclaimed comedians alongside the very best emerging and local talent.
The launch celebrations begin on Wednesday 7 October with an invitation-only soft launch and official opening, giving partners, supporters and invited guests an exclusive first look inside Norwich's newest entertainment venue.
On Thursday 8 October, The Lanes Comedy Club will host a special charity fundraising evening in partnership with Norfolk & Waveney Mind, Hooma Comedy's new primary charity partner. The evening will raise vital funds to support local mental health services while celebrating the positive impact laughter and live entertainment can have on wellbeing.
The venue officially opens to the public on Friday 9 October with an unforgettable launch show headlined by Dan Tiernan. One of the UK's fastest-rising stand-up stars, Dan is the winner of the BBC New Comedy Award 2022 and British Comedian of the Year 2022, and has appeared on Live at the Apollo, quickly establishing himself as one of the most exciting new voices on the UK comedy circuit.
The launch is just the beginning of an exciting programme of live entertainment. Already announced are performances from an outstanding line-up of comedians including:
· Angelos Epithemiou – the cult character comedian and star of Shooting Stars, created by Dan Renton Skinner.
· Felicity Ward – acclaimed Australian comedian, writer and actor, known for The Office (Australia), The Stand Up Sketch Show, Live at the Apollo and Mock the Week.
· Ben Norris – veteran circuit favourite with appearances on Mock the Week and Never Mind the Buzzcocks.
· Sophie Garrad – award-winning stand-up, writer and one of the UK's most exciting rising comedy talents.
· Iain Lee – broadcaster, comedian and television personality, best known for The 11 O'Clock Show, I'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here!, and his acclaimed radio career.
· Joe Sutherland – star of Comedy Central Live, Dave, and a regular tour support for Ellie Taylor.
· Sandro Ford – one of Wales' brightest comedy stars and co-host of the Problematic Pub Podcast, known for his sharp storytelling, quick wit and infectious stage presence.
Alongside these touring acts, The Lanes Comedy Club is committed to championing Norwich's thriving comedy scene, with regular appearances from the region's best comedians and resident host Martin Westgate, a respected MC and familiar face on the East Anglian comedy circuit.
Created in a partnership between Bowling House and Hooma Comedy, The Lanes Comedy Club has been purpose-built to give Norwich a permanent home for stand-up comedy. The venue has been designed to provide audiences with an intimate, high-quality live comedy experience while attracting nationally touring acts to the city and creating new opportunities for local performers.
To help bring the vision fully to life, Hooma Comedy has launched a community Crowdfunder, inviting supporters to invest in Norwich's first purpose-built comedy club. Contributions will help complete the final fit-out and ensure the venue becomes a lasting cultural asset for the city and a new destination on the UK's comedy circuit.
"We've been working hard for many years now slowly building up a Norwich comedy scene and this is the next step in that journey. We're really excited to have a home for Norwich comedy which will allow us to bring big names and develop local acts." - Martin Westgate, Hooma Comedy 
Tickets for the launch weekend and all upcoming shows are on sale now.
Tickets: https://www.hoomacomedy.com/
Follow The Lanes Comedy Club on Instagram, Facebook, TikTok and YouTube for show announcements, exclusive content and behind-the-scenes updates. @thelanescomedyclub 


-- Q&A --

What is a comedy club?
A great comedy club isn't just a room with a stage!
It’s an environment built to maximize laughter, manage crowd energy and give audiences and acts the best possible time to share in the wonder that is live comedy.
In our case giving this to the city of Norwich 5 nights every week!
Why does a dedicated comedy venue matter?
Although multipurpose art and music venues oversee an array of programming, in contrast a devoted comedy club provides consistent opportunities for acts to develop; nurturing local talent whilst attracting the top performers of the circuit to our community.
A purpose-built intimate room makes Norwich an undeniable, regular stop on major national circuit tours rather than an occasional detour.
Norwich has long hosted brilliant touring acts at places like the Norwich Theatre, the Norwich Arts Centre, and pop-up events like the Red Card Comedy Club, a permanent, dedicated space that transforms the scene fundamentally. We’re ready to take on the torch and build a fully fledged comedy scene for Norwich and Norfolk!
How are we doing this?
· We are programming 5 nights of comedy shows every week;
· Wednesdays - New Act/New Material shows
· Thursdays - Touring shows and improv
· Friday/Saturday - Our big comedy club night featuring the best on the circuit and emerging talent
· Sunday - Student led comedy and tour shows
And we’re only getting started...
Workshops, courses, comedy quizzes, live podcasts, kids shows, parents and babies shows, roast battles, game shows and so much more planned!
With great food and drink on offer from our partners, Bowling House.
The Lanes Comedy Club is your one stop shop for your night out.
We would love to hear from talent or wannabe comedians, contact us at thelanescomedyclub@gmail.com
